
In 2014 we will return to the legendary branch 
line between Heany Junction and Mbalabala. Off 
limits to steam for many years due to the 
transfer of the line to the private BBR company, 
it is now possible to run steam charter trains on 
the highly scenic sections around Mbalabala.   
 
Beside the Mbalabala line, the focus will be on 
steam locomotive photography between Victoria 
Falls and Thomson Junction. The major goal on 
this tour is the complete coverage of the best 
line-siding spots around Victoria Falls, between 
the Zanguja horseshoe curves, Thomson 
Junction and Lukosi. For the first time ever we 
will spend a full day running through the highly 
scenic Dibangombie gorge. 
 
While we emphasise the photographic aspects 
during this tour, you will also enjoy the comfort 
of the NRZ premier class tourist train. The 
sleeping coaches were originally upgraded by 
for his "Train De Luxe" service in the 1990's, 
they have been refurbished recently and once 
more offer reasonable accommodation. It is not 
a de-luxe train, but it offers a comfortable way to 
stay on board that includes dining and lounge 
cars and, also important, working on-board 
showers. This programme has been agreed with 
the Railway, but it is subject to change as they 
finalise their planning.  
 
 

SCENIC GARRATT’S OF ZIMBABWE 

May 6-15, 9 days 
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Day 1 - Garratts In Zimbabwe, Monday, 12. May 2014 
Meet and greet at Victoria Falls airport around lunchtime, transfer to your hotel and check in. 
Afternoon at leisure. Overnight: Hotel at Victoria Falls. 
 
Day 2 - Tuesday, 13. May 2014 
We start with one of the undoubted  highlights from the 2013 tour, a steam hauled train on the 
Victoria Falls bridge with photography from the Victoria Falls hotel at sunrise. Later this morning 
there will be a second trip to the bridge. We will travel by road to Zambia, arriving in time to take the 
classic photographs of the train on the bridge, and with luck some rainbows. Spend a while looking 
at the magnificent Victoria Falls before walking back over the  bridge to Victoria Falls town. We 
return to the bridge in the afternoon, this time with a Class 14A Garratt, snacks and drinks included. 
Overnight: hotel. Meals included: Breakfast. 
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Day 3 - Thursday, 15. May 2014 
We have scheduled another early morning session, this time around Mubiya. The lakes, abandoned 
cattle loading facilities at small sidings, and our Garratt running with a passenger train consist 
(authentic economy class passenger coaches in traditional livery), will provide ample photo 
opportunities. Return to Victoria Falls and prepare for an after lunch departure of our train to Thomson 
Junction. As usual, we will have lots of stops for photography on the way and aim to call it a day on 
the long Zanguja straight. As with most of our main line movements, an NRZ diesel locomotive will 
provide traction with the steam locomotive only being used during run-pasts. A typical train will be: 
diesel locomotive, sleeping coaches, service coaches, water tank, steam locomotive, charter train. 
During runpasts the diesel train will be uncoupled from the steam train. After the run-pasts, both trains 
unite again. Overnight: On the train (stabled at Thomoson Junction station) in twin or single cabins. 
Meals included: Breakfast (packed), and dinner in the dining car. 
 
Day 4 - Friday, 16. May 2014 
We will run a steam hauled freight train with at least 15 coal waggons from Thomson Junction via the 
Old Hwange loop line, passing through the Tajintunda Horseshoe, the only tunnel of the NRZ, and the 
Baobab hill. In the afternoon we will visit the Hwange colliery where normally one of their ex- 
NRZ 15A Garratts does the shunting. We expect to stay at the mine until sunset for some 
atmospheric night photography. Overnight: On the train at Thomson Junction. Meals included: 
Breakfast and dinner in the dining car. 
 
Day 5 - Saturday, 17. May 2014 
Early morning departure from Thomson Junction to Deka and Zanguja. At Deka, we will once more 
(and hopefully equally successful as we have been in 2013), get some stunning shots of our 
passenger train crossing the famous Deka river-bridge before heading towards the horseshoe-curves 
and hills of Zanguja. We return to Thomson Junction around lunch-time. In the afternoon we will 
arrange a shunting re-enactment with steam at the Thomson Junction exchange yard. Overnight: On 
the train in twin or single cabins. Meals included: Breakfast, and dinner in the dining car. 
 
Day 6 - Sunday, 18. May 2014 
Another day along one of the best and most photogenic sections of the NRZ. In the morning we  re-
create the atmosphere of steam hauled freight and  passenger trains in Thomson Junction before we 
run north again with a freight train and the class 15A Garratt. Before reaching the siding at Zanguja, 
the railway line gains hight by numerous twists and turns, running through 2 horseshoe curves and 
passing numerous vantage points for photographers. Overnight: On the train at Thomson Junction. 
Meals included: Breakfast and dinner in the dining car. 
 
 



Double $5,600, Single $6,100 Canadian includes 13 mealsDouble $5,600, Single $6,100 Canadian includes 13 mealsDouble $5,600, Single $6,100 Canadian includes 13 mealsDouble $5,600, Single $6,100 Canadian includes 13 meals    

Pricing does not include airfare. Prices may change due to foreign 

currency fluctua�ons and price increases     

For more informa�on contact: 

West Coast Rail Tours 

604-524-1011 

tours@wcra.org 

This tour is par�cularly relevant for rail fan 

photographers! 
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Day 7 - Monday, 19. May 2014 
Another classic on previous tours is an early morning shot at the Lukosi river bridge. We want to add 
a different theme today by running our goods train southward towards Dete. South of Lukosi there are 
some spectacular hilly areas with rocks and tight curves that we plan to exploit. We aim to arrive at  
Dete in time to give the crew a short rest before heading out of the station again, aiming for the 
perfect glint shot on the long straight towards the south. From there our night-run into Bulawayo will 
be diesel-hauled. Travel back in time when you would put to sleep by the regular click clack of your 
passenger trains roaring through the dark African bush. Upon arrival at Zimbabwe´s second biggest 
city the train will be stabled at the station. Overnight: On the train. Meals included: Breakfast and 
dinner in the dining car. 
 
Day 8 - Tuesday, 20. May 2014 
We will visit the railway mechanical workshops this morning. That´s a place of traditional 
craftsmanship and offers many photo-opportunities. After a lunch break at the station (on your 
account) we proceed to the railway´s steam shed. There is not much to do for the steam locomotives 
left at the shed and steam is generally only be used for charter trains like ours. We have asked for a 
14A or 16A Garratt to be in steam and will do some action shots on the turntable and at the coal 
stage. The days ends with a classic NRZ barbecue at the steam shed. Overnight: Bulawayo hotel. 
Meals included: Breakfast (dining car), dinner. 
 
Day 9 - Wednesday, 21. May 2014 
Spend the morning at leisure and motor to Bulawayo airport later. The tour ends there. There is also  
an option of adding a Mbalalbala extension or South African Steam Weekend. Call for more details. 

westcoastrailtours.com 


